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	In Reading…
     We will continue to work on ISAT skills necessary to be successful on the test. Our focus this week will be on how to identify the mood and tone of a text. Students will be looking for descriptive words that help us understand characters emotions and thinking. We will also continually review author's purpose, theme, and identifying different literary genres. 
**Please ask your child questions when you read with them. This helps students with comprehension and gives them a self-check to ensure that they are thinking about what they are reading. **
     Students will continue to use the Daily 5 framework when they are not meeting in a guided reading group. The Daily 5 framework consists of 5 different activities: Read to Self, Read to Someone, Listen to Reading (on the laptops), Working on Writing (describe an important event, summary, letter to a character, make a connection) and Word Work (Words their Way & Nessy *new computer program*).   
	In Math…
We are working with attribute blocks to explore fractions. Students are comparing parts to parts and parts to whole as they think about what a fraction really entails. As they investigate properties of fractions, they will begin to see how the numbers and symbols make sense in relation to one another and how to use fractions to make sense of real world problems.

Students will be asked to reflect at home what they are learning and thinking about throughout the fraction unit. These written reflections are very important in the learning process.


	Important Dates & Events
No School- Monday, January 21st: MLK Day

Come to work with your Student days:
Wednesday, January 30th
Wednesday, February 27th
Wednesday, March 27th
Wednesday, April 10th

Micro Night- Thursday, February 7th 6-7:30 pm
	Announcements

Please check the back of this paper for NEW INFORMATION  about immunizations that are required for 6th-12th graders for the 2013-2014 school year!

	In Science…
We will continue to explore the Weather. Students will continually review the 6 main factors affecting the weather. We will discuss the temperature, wind speed, and humidity daily. Our new focus this week will be on Wind Direction and Wind Strength. We will discuss what a weather vane is and how it is used as well as, learn how to read a compass. 
	In Writing…
 Students will learn how to develop a character. This will entail learning how you not only develop a name for your character, but also their personality, the tone in which they speak, and  what they look like. we are working on broadening our vocabulary and using a thesaurus to help us use new words for general words such as happy or mad. Students will also examine different story starters and decide how to start their own stories. 

	Contact Information
Stratton: 217-373-7330
Anne Crossetti: crossean@champaignschools.org
crossetti.yolasite.com (class website)

Amos Lee: leeam@champaignschools.org




	**MicroSociety Info**
We have completed our second week of production and will have market day for the next two weeks.

Ask me:
How am I planning on spending my money?
 
Each student is given one shopping day per week, ask me if I am going to save any of my paycheck this week.
  
Ask me about the literacy goals we’ve worked on in our Venture and how we focus on it in our products and services.
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