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	In Reading…
     We will continue to work on ISAT skills necessary to be successful on the test. Our focus this week will be on different  points of view in literature. We will examine 1st, 2nd, 3rd, & 3rd person omniscient points of view in literature. The students will learn how to identify them and how this affects the story. We will also continually review author's purpose, theme, identifying different literary genres, and vocabulary strategies. 

**Please ask your child questions when you read with them. This helps students with comprehension and gives them a self-check to ensure that they are thinking about what they are reading. **
    
	In Math…
We are continuing our work with fractions using attribute blocks and counters to think about what a fraction is.  We will start thinking about equivalent fractions and different strategies to find them. Thinking about parts and wholes in relation to each other has been eye opening for many of our students. 

Students have also been discussing and thinking about the purpose and use of fractions.  We talked, in detail, about how fractions allow for a more precise measurement. Also, we talked about the importance of knowing how to divide up wholes and know fractions in order to provide equal outcomes. For example, how do you split up a pizza among five people? How many pieces will each person get if there are “x” number of pieces? What portion/fraction of the pizza do they get?

	Important Dates & Events

Micro Night- Thursday, February 7th 6-7:30 pm

Event: Family Movie Night  - Friday, Feb. 8th, 2013
Movie: The Lorax
Time: Doors open at 6:00pm - Pizza will be available at the concession stand along with other snacks and drinks starting at 6:00pm
Movie starts at 6:30pm

NAAPID - Monday, February 11th
	Announcements

*Ms. Crossetti & Mr. Lee have created “Wish Lists” on a new website with our supply wishes for 2nd semester. Please take a look and see if there is something you would like to donate to the classrooms[image: ]*
http://www.teacherlists.com/lists/view/stratton-elementary/5/ms.-crossettis-class/anne-crossetti/much-needed-supplies

http://www.teacherlists.com/lists/view/stratton-elementary/5/mr.-lees-5th-grade-class/amos-lee/classroom-supplies


	In Science…
We will continue to explore the Weather. Students will continually review the 6 main factors affecting the weather. This week, students will begin to understand humidity and it’s effects on weather.  We will discuss how it’s measured, the instruments used to do this, as well as, how humidity affects our lives. 
	In Writing…
 Students will be continuing to write and develop their stories  as well as, conference with a teacher about their work thus far. Students will learn how to “put ‘said’ to bed” by describing a character's tone of voice through descriptive language and how to convey emotion their characters are feeling. We will also learn how to create dialogue between our characters using the proper punctuation techniques.  

	Contact Information
Stratton: 217-373-7330
Anne Crossetti: crossean@champaignschools.org
crossetti.yolasite.com (class website)

Amos Lee: leeam@champaignschools.org




	**MicroSociety Info**
We will be in Production this week to prepare for Micro Night. 
Ask me:
1  How am I planning on spending my money on my Market Day?
2 What are the literacy goals we’ve worked on in our Venture and how are we focusing on it in our products and services?
3 What is the new Covey Leadership Habit we are working on this month?
4 What does it mean? What is the hand signal for it? How it will make me a better leader?
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