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 For the week of Monday, April 8th - April  12th, 2013
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	In Reading…
    We will continue  reading Chasing Vermeer  by Blue Balliet. This week, we will focus on decoding messages written by characters in the book and seeing if we can solve part of the art theft mystery using clues from the text. I will be encouraging the students to use deductive reasoning and the pictures that are in the book to find patterns or solutions to the mystery. We will be reading this novel together and writing responses daily. This book is in preparation of our upcoming week at the Krannert Art Museum.  

**Please ask your child questions when you read with them. This helps students with comprehension and gives them a self-check to ensure that they are thinking about what they are reading.
    
	In Math…
We have completed our fraction unit and will be  working with shapes called polygons. We are exploring the different properties of these shapes and thinking about how to classify shapes into different categories. 

Students are thinking in depth about what similarities and differences exist between shapes. Vertices, number of sides. angles within the polygon, and other shared properties are all being discussed in class.

 

	Important Dates & Events

Chanute Field Trip - Friday, April 12th , 9:30 am- 1:00 pm
No School -  Friday, April 26 th
Krannert Art Museum Field Trip - Monday, April 29th through  Friday, May 3rd. 8:45 am - 1:30 pm
PBIS Assembly -  Friday, May 3rd @ 8am
	Announcements

END OF THE YEAR PROMOTION
We are going to have a  small celebration in each classroom. We will be providing refreshments for students only. Parents are welcome to attend. The date is May 30th at 12:30pm.


	In Social Studies…
We will wrap up  our study of the Unit on World War II.  Students will be learning how Concentration Camps were disbanded and how the war ended. We will conclude this unit with a Geography test on the countries involved , as well as, an essay on their favorite  or most interesting  part of World War II that we studied. 
	In Writing…
We will continue our Poetry unit. The kids will learn a different form of poetry each day. They will be expected to write their own poems using the guidelines and rules for the poetry form taught that day. This week, the focus will be on I Am, Name, Acrostic, and Limericks. The students are using a lot of creativity to make their poems comedic and interesting.  At the end of the unit, the kids will have their very own poetry collection. 

	Contact Information
Stratton: 217-373-7330
Anne Crossetti: crossean@champaignschools.org
crossetti.yolasite.com (class website)

Amos Lee: leeam@champaignschools.org




	**MicroSociety Info**
Students are busily preparing for our Department of Education visit coming in two weeks. Students are making sure they have enough products, discussing ways to improve their venture services and making sure they understand the goals and mission of their respective venture. Students are also working in their Leader in Me book thinking about how to sharpen the saw (also known as refueling mentally, emotionally, and physically). Students are thinking about and writing about ways in which they can recharge themselves to finish this school year in a strong manner.
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