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 For the week of Monday, April 1st - April  5th, 2013
	In Reading…
    We will be reading Chasing Vermeer  by Blue Balliet. This novel is about an art thief who wreaks havoc on a neighborhood in Chicago. Two kids get intrigued by the theft and decide to solve the mystery. We will be reading this novel together and writing responses daily. This book is in preparation of our upcoming week at the Krannert Art Museum.  

**Please ask your child questions when you read with them. This helps students with comprehension and gives them a self-check to ensure that they are thinking about what they are reading.
    
	In Math…
We are finishing our fraction unit this week. Students will be working on changing fractions into decimals. They have been talking with each other, making sense of the material, and developing a deeper understanding of the math concepts.

*At home please encourage your child to think about the world around them using fractions.
· How many slices of pizza were eaten based on the whole?
· What is the value of the coins in my pocket compared to a dollar? 

	Important Dates & Events


Chanute Field Trip - Friday, April 12th 

Krannert Art Museum Field Trip - Monday, April 29th through  Friday, May 3rd 
	Announcements

*Ms. Crossetti & Mr. Lee have created “Wish Lists” on a new website with our supply wishes for 2nd semester. Please take a look and see if there is something you would like to donate to the classrooms[image: ]*
http://www.teacherlists.com/lists/view/stratton-elementary/5/ms.-crossettis-class/anne-crossetti/much-needed-supplies

http://www.teacherlists.com/lists/view/stratton-elementary/5/mr.-lees-5th-grade-class/amos-lee/classroom-supplies


	In Social Studies…
We will continue our Unit on World War II.  Students will be researching a child of the Holocaust. They will be learning information about that child's life before, during and after the Holocaust. After their research is complete, they will do an Oral Presentation where they will become the child they researched. 
	In Writing…
We will starting our Poetry unit. The kids will learn a different form of poetry each day. They will be expected to write their own poems using the guidelines and rules for the poetry form taught that day. This week, the focus will be on Diamante, Cinquain, and 5W poetry. At the end of the unit, the kids will have their very own poetry collection. 

	Contact Information
Stratton: 217-373-7330
Anne Crossetti: crossean@champaignschools.org
crossetti.yolasite.com (class website)

Amos Lee: leeam@champaignschools.org




	**MicroSociety Info**
Students are busy preparing for market days that will be coming up shortly. They have currently gone through a financial literacy talk with associates from Price Waterhouse Cooper (a national accounting firm). They discussed the importance of understanding financial concepts such as saving, interest, etc. Please ask your child their thoughts about topics regarding savings, banking, paying for college, etc.
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